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ENGLISH PRESS ON

“Lahore Ka Jo Zikr Kiya”

Looking Back

What was life like in Lahore before independence ? The tribe
of old-timers who were active participants in the goings-on of that
period and who on partition migrated to India és fast diminishing.
Some of them, however, can still nostalgically recall the part they
and their supporters and rivals piayed in the political. religious and
literary wrangles which dominated the Punjab scene as well as the
vernacular (mainly Urdu) Press of those days.

Gopal Mittal, a veteran of many journalist bouts and now
in his late sixtics, has penned his reminiscences in “Lahore ka ja
Zikr Kiya”. It is a fascinating account of the “good old days™
he spentin Lahore, writing poetry and satirical " pieces for papers
like Shahkar, National Congress. Tej and Milap. Persons and
places come alive in this narrative even after a lapse of necarly
three decades. The author has a militant individuality and in-
tellectual honesty and both are amply reflected in his writings.

No man of consequence who had anything to do in united
Punjab’s capital has eluded Mittal’s memory. The threc doctor-
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noliticians, Saifuddin Kitchlew, Satyapal and Gopichand Bhargava,
the pro-8ritish Unionists, Sikander Hayat and Khizr Hayat,
firc-cating Ahrars like Ataullah Shah Bokhari who spoke for a
minimum of four hours at any public meeting, Muslim Leaguers
like Malik Barkat Ali, Hindu Sabhaites like Raja Narinder Nath
and Gokul Chand Narang, radicals like Mian Ifikharuddin,
novelists like Krishan Chander and Sadat Hasan Manto, poets
like Igbal. Hafeez Jullundhn and Sahir Ludhianavi and journalists
sucit as Zafar All Khan and Harichand Akhtar all recetve their
quota of praise or condemnation from Mittal,

Writing about Bokhari's spell casting harangues, the author
says that the Maulana was conscious of the fact that these had little
eflect on his audiences though they listened to him in total silence
and egged him to speak. In private he used to say : “The

Punjabis are a strange lot. They flock to hear me, vote for the
Unionists and work for the British.”

Certain dhabay in Lahore were the rendezvous of litterateures,
artists and politicians. Mittal graphically describes their dis-
cussions.  He says : “*One would sometimes come uacross in those
cheap hotels poets who composed excellent verse and artists who
practised art for arts sake and shunned praise or publicity. In
the parks one would meet persons who could become gresit play-
back singers if only they could get some training.”

The two most popular dhabas were the Arab Hotel opposite
Islamia College and the Nagina Bakery in the Neelagumbad area.
There one could have a breakfast of two kababs, half a nan and o
cup of tea or a Junch of half plate meat dish and a full nan for a
few annas. A spirit of camaraderie prevailed and anyone who was

out of pocket was helped out either by the hotel proprietors or by
his cronies.

Mittal himself had more friends among Muslims than among
Hindus. The Muslim Leaguers teasingly called him an ““honorary
Muslim”. When he left Lahore after partition his Muslim friends
who came to bid him a farewell had tears m their eyes.
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it is a peculiarity of Urdu journalism that almost every scribe
is simultaneously a poet also. Besides editing Tahreck, a lite-
rary monthly, Gopal Mittal, who has made Delhi his home. writes
ghazals and nazms. The latest collection of his pcems, “‘Sehry
mein Azan™ is the work of a mature mind. His style is highly
chiselled and his compositions have a unique lyrical quality. He
portrays the contradictions in man and society with ruthless

accuracy, but there is an undercurrent of optimism in all his
writings.

—The Hindustan Times. New Delhi.
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Engaging Account

GOPAL MITTAL has spent a4 major and significant part of his
life in Lahore. From 1932 to 1947 e was intimately connected with
the literary, journalistic and political events there. He was a keen
observer and more often a vigilant, active participant. The book
is an engaging account of Mittal’s reminiscences of the life he spent
there. It is a record of the political and literary wrangles, align-
ments and movements, local and provincial, seen through the eyes
of Gopal Mittal.

During this period Mittal had the opportunily of having
mtimate associations with budding leaders, newsmen and writers
some of whom later made their mark in their respective fields.
Writers who flit about through the pages include eminent names
like Salik, Salahuddin Ahmed, Hafeez, Ahsan Damsh, Maulana
Tajwar, Hari Chand Akhtar, M. Aslam, Abdul Hamid Adam,
Akhtar Shirani. Some of the noted progressive writers who figure
prominently include Krishan Chander, Sahir Ludhianvi, Faiz,
Manto and others. Political leaders and journalists like Dr. Gopi
Chand Bhargwa, Dr Satya Pal, M.N. Roy, Maulana Zafr Ali,
Mahashay Khushal Chand. Ranbir, Din Dayal Bhatia and Bari are
also there. A number of the personalitics who find mention in this
book arc now no more.

Goapal Mittal, during the period 1932-47, has played varied
roles : editor, translator, journalist, campaigner, trade union leader
ete. And he naturally had the distinction of knowing certain
intimate cven hitherto unknown aspects of the persons with whom
he came into touch and who find mention in his book.

Nearness 1o events and persons does not blur Mittal’s vision,
For example., while describing the emergence of the Progressive
movement, Mittal does not exhibit any bias or prejudice but on
the contrary displays a remarkable grace, insight and understand-
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ing. This is one of the most redeeming features of the book and
that is what makes it truly readable. It is a fascinating, penetrating
account and analysis of persons and events.

The book is punctuated with several interesting human
interest episodes. The noted Urdu writer, Knshan Chander,
during the days when he was (a struggling young man has been
portrayed thus : “*Krishan Chander was very kind to me. He him-
self led a systematic life and wanted me to be methodical. He was
dress-conscious and possessed the tact of establishing and develop-
ing contacts. He often told me, two things are essential for
success : Elegant dress and a reasonable place to entertain friends.”

—Indian Express, New Delhi
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Flash Back

In this anccdotal pot-pourric of journalistic, literary and
political experience -spanning the years 1932 to  1947—Gopal
Mittal takes us along an informative voyage of the politico-literary
milicu of one of the most turbulent periods in Punjab’s recent
history. Mittal's quest for a hiving and his literary bent of mind
made him plunge into the literary and political currents that
swayed the intelligentsta of Lahore. He gives vivid vignettes
of the daily evening soirees in Arab Hotel and, later on, in
Negina Bakery, where men of letters and votaries of conflicting
political ideologies assembled more for finding out an escape
from the crushing realities of life than for discussing them.
Their friendships and animosities, jealousies and prejudices.
darting and witty bouts, both literary and political, all are
recaptured with a rare sympathetic understanding of human

nature.

Mittal, lost in reminiscences, eggs the reader on from one
anecdote to the other with a tickling revelation of some unknown—
or at least not well-known-facets of literary stalwarts. Side by
side, he points out the activities of various Trade Union move-
ments and the conflicts between the Congress, the Muslim League,
the Social Democrats and the Communists, till the reader finds
himself standing at the brink of the abysmal schizophrenia of
communal riots that gripped Panjab.

One of the most engaging traits of the book is its chaste,
racy prose. Whether it is an anecdote that needs a sympathetic,
satirical or humorous narration, or the slight shades of disparity
between various political ideologies, Mittal's prose always rises to
the occasion. He is straightforward in his expression and ingenuous
and agile when he chooses to be witty,

—Tribune, Chandigarh.
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Good old days

TO GO BY the prolonged and the seemingly unending period
of acrimony between India and Pakistan, it is hard to believe
that there was a time when things were different. Indeed, there
was,

Gopal Mittal. the noted Urdu writer and pcet, relives the
times gone by in his autobiographical book “*Lahore ka jo Zikar
kiya”, speaks of the years dissipated In “Shairi aur Bekari”
(versifying and unemployment). But it is not so much Mitial
the man that holds you enthralled, as the numerous incidents and
anecdotes of the pre-partition Luhore that he recalls with a canny
humorous eye.

He recalls the crusade which Maulana Zafar Al Khan was
then waging to force the Muslims to enter trace and mdustry
to break the Hindu ‘“‘dominance”. Yet when some Muslims
launched a film venture, the Maulana pounced on them. It
would undermine the honour of Muslim women, ke admonished
the prospective film makers. It should be left to the Hindus to
provide “‘dancing girls”, the old venerable said. Came the
rejoinder from that master of salire Abdul Majeed Salik : “that
way even the one profession in which Muslims predominate would
be thrown open to competition.”

There is another story which Mittal refates, and that concerns
newspapers. A shift in-charge in a Hindu Mahasabha paper
“Bharat Mata™ bannered onc of Gandhiji's speeches but ina
hurry overlooked mentioning Gandhiji's  name. The puzzled
calligraphist enquired to whom the headline be credited. The
man shouted back : “Make it Mahatma Gandhi ki taza
bakwas”. The calligraphist carried out the instruction. The
paper died shortly thereafter.

—The Statesman. New Delhi.
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Pre-Partition Lahore

Gopal Mittal’s latest book “Lahore Ka Jo Zikr Kiya™
is 4 blend of personal reminiscences and facts of the period
between 1932 und 1947 -an era of momentous historical interest
to this sub-continent,

The author has delienated the characters that moved on
the stage of that tragic play. Many of them are unknown to
historians, although they played feature roles in the making of
history, Others are famous or infamous, and are to be found

between the pages of dry historical tomes behind dates and figures.
which bristle all around them.

These names have come down to us without our really
knowing them as human beings, with all the weakness and
strength of a human being. But Mr. Mittal has quickened them
to living, loving, hating members of mankind.

Many of them are dead and to their little-known. or even
unknown, foibles and characteristics make them appear more
human. Others, who are still alive, come nearer to us when

we se¢ their mini-joys-and-sorrows so clearly brought out by this
master writer’s pen.

The book is in the nature of biographica! sketches combined
with the bitter-sweet truths of those years. If for nothing else,
‘L.ahore Ka Jo Zikr Kiya' makes pleasurable reading. Mr.
Mit.al, who is an equally facile English writer, has a mastery over
the Urdu language that is second to none. To read his books
is to learn the hidden beauty, the exquisite charm and the correct
usc of Urdu words in all their nuances.

~—Poona Herald, Poona.
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